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declining in Europe” (FEEFHENZ A LR ARFEZHER - EMFEEN
IEERBH) 5[H Pew Research Center ( fZEMFFEAHL ) AY (R 2R H
=) 12015 F - EEFEEEG R ASEN 31.2% - BETMAAG 24.1%  BFEH
BINEAS 16% » EDEZEAENS 15.1% » FhBGER FLEAAE 6.9% » R E{E M #H 15
5.7% » HAMFEHAEN 0.8%  MERHIENT 0.2% - [HEE ANEGHEEEEFH
ZH O EBENBERD  EHEEEERNN 8 B R BN EGE  sME R ?

Christians are the largest religious group in 2015

% of world population Number of people in 2015, in billions
- 0.8%: Other religions
Folk religions 5.T%— |- 0.2%: Jews chistians 2.36 [N
Buddhists 6.9% i mustims 1.8 [

unafiliated 1.2 |
Hindws 1.1 I
Buddhists 0.5 [
Folk religions 0.4 [
Other religions 0.1
Jews 0,01

Unafiliated WL

Source: Pew Research Center demographic projections. See Methodology for details.
“The Changing Global Religious Landscape”®
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Projected Change in Global Population

With the exception of Buddhists, all of the major religious groups are expected to increase in number
by 2o050. But some will not keep pace with global population growth, and, as a result, are expected to
make up a smaller perecentage of the world’s population in 2050 than they did in 2o10.

Number of people, 2010-2050, in billions

5276

Christians

During the next four
decades, |slam will grow
faster than any other
major world religion.

217

16
0138
Unaffiliated —0 123
113
L.03% Hingus The unaffiliated
population will increase
by nearly 10% in the
decades ahead. But ...
Agohis 0.49
0.45
0400k Religions
0.060 {Other Religions 8 0.08
0.010=Jews . . Lt
2010 2060

2.92 billion

% of global population, 2010-2050

Christians

31.A4% O 0 31.4%

5 297

Muslims By 2050, Christians and

Muslims will make up
nearly equal shares of
the world's population.

23.2

Unaffiliated

«.. from 2010 to 2050,
the religiously unaffiliated
will decline as a share

of the global population.

74 o Buddhists

59 %ﬁ e
Folk Religions 348

Other Religions
08 o g 0.7
0.2 Orlews= . - 7 0.2
2010 2050

Source: The Future of World Religions: Population Growth Projections, 20102050
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Size and Projected Growth of Major Religious Groups

% OF WORLD % OF WORLD POPULATION
POPULATION PROJECTED 2050 POPULATION GROWTH 20410
2010 POPULATION IN 2010 POPULATION IN 2050 20850

Christians 2,168,330,000 31.4% 2,918,070,000 31.4% 749,740,000
L vasaroonos o srerasosos e CienTs0000.
e iiiasos R asoamoses e o 10000
L Commiooe e oo P oo 120000
i w00 e oo S 00000
Folk Refigons 404690000 ! 59 449140000 48 44,450,000
T oo o aramoo S s 300000,
e waseaoo o tooose Sy 533000,
Worldtotal 6,895850,000 1000 9,307,190,000 1000  2,411,380,000

Sourca: The Future of World Religions: Population Growth Projections, 2010-2050
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Muslims and Hindus are the youngest religious populations

Median age by religion, 2015

. . Christians Folk religions Unaffiliated
Mu;l'llms HI;:_}us 320 3:4 3F
! L]
} ........................................ (O)emeend } ................... O — 8 ................................................ | Q ?
AGE 20 25 30 34 35 38 37: lews
All religions Other Buddhists
religions

Source: Pew Research Center demographic projections. See Methodology for details. .
“The Changing Global Religious Landscape” + # 'ﬂ“‘:
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2015 & 2020 [ - FEHER LI FZLEE 2.4 7 DB 2.9
» BBRBUE 2.6 7 0 ENEBIENIRE R EGE 2.3 7 - REEIHE 1.8 i » &
- HACRBEF RGN ERD - AE 1.6 i o #BUE I 200 F 2080 (1
P ? BE R EEHBT AL R 2 HEGI R MR 2MER » MER
EERIGE  AEmERKE ? ARG TT R 7S B MR U 2
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Muslims, Christians have more children per woman than any other religious group

Total fertility rate, by religion, 2015-2020

- Hindus . ]
. Folk religions Christians  Muslims
Buddhists 1.6 1.'8 .3 26 29
............. o e I 500 o)
. Q !
v Other religions; Unaffiliated 1.6 23 24
Jews All religions

Source: Pew Research Center demographic projections. See Methodology for detalls.
“The Changing Global Religious Landscape”
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Buddhism by region in 2010

Region Estimated total population | Estimated Buddhist population %
Asia-Pacific 4,054,990,000 481,290,000 11.9%
North America 344,530,000 3,860,000 1.1%
Europe 742,550,000 1,330,000 0.2%
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Region Estimated total population | Estimated Buddhist population %
Middle East-North Africa 341,020,000 500,000 0.1%
Latin America-Caribbean 590,080,000 410,000 <0.1%
Total 6,895,890,000 487,540,000 7.1%

ANETEY 18.2% » HAGRRE ~ HA ~ffify ~ HrEEER - BEg - RIHZE - mw
EIRE ~ AR PEEE » 38 H{E B R B BAE - (5 ZERIBFAER 94.9%  TEFBEAEAS
EEAONE AR - M LEHSBER O LLEERE - AL E RS MBI
P ARE AR » CEDUKF » PEIRE - BN EEEN - fEa R E - i
CR ] R A B T RO 2

Ten countries with the largest Buddhist populations
Countries with the largest Buddhist populations as of 2010

Count Estimated Buddhist | % of the total population | % of world Buddhist
ountry population of the country population
China 244,130,000 18.2% 46.4%
Thailand 64,420,000 93.2% 12.2%
Japan 45,820,000 36.2% 9.4%
Myanmar 38,410,000 87.90% 7.3%
Sri Lanka 14,450,000 69.3% 2.8%
Vietnam 14,380,000 16.4% 2.7%
Cambodia 13,690,000 96.9% 2.9%
South Korea 11,050,000 22.9% 2.1%
India 9,250,000 0.8% 1.8%
Malaysia 5,010,000 19.8% 1%
the t

Subtotal for the ten 499,465,520 18.1% 94.9%
countries
Subtotal for the rest of 26,920,000 0.7% 5 1%
the world
World total 526,373,000 7.3% 100%
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Buddhism by percentange as of 2010

Country Estimated Buddhist population % of total Buddhist in country

B cambodia 13,701,660 96.90%
mmmm Thailand 64,419,840 93.20%
| | Myanmar 48,415,960 87.90%
48 Bhutan 563,000 74.70%
I B SriLanka 14,222,844 70.2%
| o PETE 4,092,000 66.00%

B Mongolia 1,520,760 55.1%
® Japan 45,820,000 36.2%
Bl Taiwan 8,000,000 35%
Singapore 1,725,510 33.90%
(@, South Korea 11,050,000 22%
= Malaysia 5,620,483 19.8%
China 244,130,000 18.2%
Vietnam 14,380,000 16.4%
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The whole body relic of late founding
abbot of Hai-zang Temple Master Qin-
yan is now venerated at the temple, No.
51, Bi-tan Road, Xin-Dien District, New
Taipei City, Taiwan.

On Jan. 21, 1976, the urn which stored
the body of late Master Qin-yan was
opened in public on a hill nearby Lane
432 (now 600), Wu Xing Street, Taipei
City, Taiwansix years after his attaining
pari-nirvana. His serene and elegant
body sat in the posture of meditation,
amber-colored; his beard, mustache, and
finger nails grew longer; and, his monk
robe which he wore at time of demise
remained intact. When the body relic was
taken out of the urn, the viewers were
extremely amazed at his lifelike body.
Then, the story of the whole body relic of
a great master spread widely to astonish

the public; in particular, the Buddhists

were much excited and cheered to see
again the whole body relic of a great
master in Taiwan.
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The Master was a native of Yan-jia
Village, Nan Township, Sui County,
Hubei Province, China. His surname is
Yeh, and first name Xin-hua. He was
born on the 18th day of the 12th month
in 1924. At 12, he was noviciated by
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Monk Sheng-Xiang of Gu-tan Temple
in Huang-pi, and was given the dharma
name Qin-yan and alias Guo-hua. He
received full ordination at Guei-yuan
Temple in Hang-yang in 1941. He served
as receptionist at Gu-der Temple in
Hang-kou City, and clerk of the Buddhist
association in 1945. Then, because of
the internal war in Northern China, he
went to stay at Lin-yin Temple in Hang-
zhou, Zhe-jiang Province. Later on, when
the Nationalist Army was defeated by
Red Army at Xiu-bang War, he followed
the Nationalist Government to Guang-
zhou City, Canton Province in Southern
China and stayed at Liuo-rong Temple.
Thereafter, he planned to go to Xuan-
hua, Chong-qing, Si-chuan Province in
Southwestern China, but failed because of
transportation interrupted. So, he returned
to Dong-pu-tou Temple in Hong Kong.
In 1949, he left Hong Kong for Taipei,
Taiwan, and stayed at Shih-pu Temple
serving as receptionist and ceremonial
master. In 1957, he founded the Yuong-
ming Temple at No. 2, Lane 32, Zhong-
shan Road, Chiayi City. There were only
two rooms, but he chanted incessantly,
lectured on Buddhist stras, practiced

Buddhism, and released captive birds,

54 +HTR

fishes or turtles, resulting in quite a few

auspicious responses. In 1961, he created
Hai-zang Temple on the shore of Green
Lake at No. 51, Bi-tan Road, Xin-dien
District, New Taipei City. The temple was
re-built from a residential house, although
very simple, he practiced asceticism
strictly. During this period, he served
as the director/superintendent of the
Buddhist Association ROC, member of
Organizing and Planning Committee for
Rebuilding Mainland Chinese Buddhism,
advisor of Taipei County Chapter of the
Buddhist Association ROC, and so on.
He observed the monastic rule, and didn’t
seek for fame.
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On March 25, 1970, he passed away
at age of 47 with 35 years’ monkhood
and 29 years’ bhikshu-hood. One month
before his demise, hearing the funeral
parade in front of the temple, he was
inspired to tell his disciples, “After I
die, find a place in the courtyard of the
temple, put my corpse in an urn for
six years, and then open to see what it
will happen.” At that time, his disciples
thought that the master was healthy as
usual, and didn’t care about his words.

His disciples followed his last words
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after he passed awayunexpectedly. One
hundred days later, the urn was moved to
the now Lane 600, Wu-xing Street, Taipei
City. It is only after the urn was opened,
his disciples realized that he was such a
humble monk.
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The Master’s whole life was very
simple. He belonged to the Lin-ji lineage
of Ch’an School. He lived pure life,
stressed on self practice, and carried out
Buddha dharma in daily life faithfully for
several decades like one day. Since Pure
Land School was the largest Buddhist
school in Taiwan, the Master used Pure
Land teaching to convert the followers
whenever there is an opportunity. He
always taught people: As a man one

should learn to be a little bit foolish, do
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more things, recite more the holy name

of Buddha, practice virtue and develop
wisdom, speak less, let go of sorrow
right away, dispute will stop when there
is no argument, and be liberated in all
occasions. The Master could write well,
but he did not emphasize writing. He
was devoted, cautious, and sincere in
giving discourse on Buddha dharma. He
spoke little, and was cautious in action.
He founded the Long Life Society for
Releasing Captive Lives to liberate

sentient beings from bondage and danger.
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In 1951, he gave talks on the Siitra of
Bodhisattva Ksitigarba’s Original Vows
at Tien-zhong Lotus Society. On the
last day, wondrous light was radiated
in the surrounding of the Society. This
startled the mayor of Chiayi City who
misunderstood it as a big fire, and
dispatched fire brigade vehicles to fight
the fire. At last, he knew that Master
Qing Yan was giving a dharma talk. The
devotees praised highly that Master Qing
Yan’s devotion had moved Bodhisattva

Ksitigarba so the eight clans of heavenly



beings radiated bright light.
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The whole body relic is the result of
virtue, concentration, and wisdom as well
as compassion. Isn’t it the great vow of
Master Qing Yan? When he was alive, he
practiced Buddha dharma honestly, did
not hang round with people for worldly
fame and property, cherished blessings,
was contented with his lot, observed
ascetism strictly, and lived as a poor

monk. Wasn’t he the one who roared
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dharma thunder, beated dharma drum,
displayed compassion, and spraied nectar,
as said by Ch’an Master Yuong-jia? As
the case is, he was the re-emergence of
such ancient Ch’an Masters like Hui-
neng, Shih-tou, Yun-man, Dan-tien, Han-
shan and etc. In the past 29 years, it is
quite rare to have whole body relic in the
whole world. It is truly the miracle of
Buddhism, and the blessing of the state.
May all countrymen, Buddhist men and
women in particular, emulate him besides
paying homage to him and praising him.
Then, the greatest merit and work is done
immediately. How wonderful it is!
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